Welcome to Worship at Carter-Westminster United Presbyterian
Church, located at 4950 W. Pratt Avenue in Skokie, Illinois.

Faith in Jesus Christ is the mark of a Christian and a disciple of Christ,
and is therefore the only requirement for membership in this Church.
Please prayerfully consider joining this family of faith - talk with our
Pastor, and learn more by visiting us at www.cwupc.org and on
Facebook: Carter-Westminster United Presbyterian Church.

Assisting us in worship today are James Nadder, liturgist;
AJ Wester, mezzo soprano; George Radosavljevic, piano; Pat
Radosavljevic, Music Director; and Helen Robles, preaching.

The Session, Deacons, Trustees, Officers, and Staff of
Carter - Westminster United Presbyterian Church

Session Ruling Elders: : Georgette Joseph, John Yonan,
Elizabeth Brown, David Americus, Peter Ellyin,
Don Rustemeyer, Helen Robles.

Deacons: Phyllis Boba, Irene Ellyin, Helen Oshona, Hilda
Karam, and Shirley Rustemeyer, Sarah Murfey.

Trustees: Jim Nadder, Hugh McBride, Mac McClendon, and
Robert Rustemeyer.

Staff and Church Leaders:

The Rev. Stuart Barnes Jamieson, Pastor

Clerk of Session - Georgette Joseph

Music Director and Organist - Pat Radosavljevic
Church Administrator - Anna Torgerson

Church Treasurer - John Yonan

Becoming the Beloved Community

Carter - Westminster United
Presbyterian Church

Gathered for Worship
Sunday Morning Worship - 10:45 a.m.

December 28, 2025
1st Sunday of Christmas

Gathering in God’s Name

Prelude “In the Bleak Midwinter” Gustav Holst

AJ Wester, mezzo soprano
George Radosavljevic, piano

Greeting, Welcome, and Announcements
One: The Lord be with you. All: And also with you.



* Call to Worship

One: We gather to worship the Word made flesh,
who fled from the wrath of human powers into Egypt.

All: The God we worship was a refugee.

One: We remember the children, from the time of Christ to today,
caught in the crossfires of fear and greed.

All: The God we worship was a refugee.

One: We gather to dream and build a better world
where all children grow up, all exiles return home.

All: The God we worship was a refugee.
* Hymn #277 Hark! the Herald Angels Sing MENDELSSOHN

Call to Confession and Prayer of Confession

Ever-present God, you became our Savior in all our distress.
In all the ways we hurt, and all the ways we hurt others,

in all the ways we feel neglected and all the ways we neglect others,

in all the ways we cry out and all the ways we cause others to cry,
you are with us, comforting us and holding us to account.

In your love, redeem us once again. Lift us up and grant us your
mercy, as you have throughout the generations.

Time of Silence for Personal Reflection

Words of Forgiveness
One: ...Believe the good news.

All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
Response: “Glory to God”

Passing of the Peace

One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All:  And also with you.

(Without leaving your seat, share the peace with those around you)

Word Proclaimed

Second Lesson: Matthew 2: 13-23 (p. 672)
One: The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.

Message: “Beyond the Comfort Zone”

* Affirmation of Faith (See insert)
* Hymn # 259 Angels, from the Realms of Glory REGENT SQUARE

Sharing of Joys and Concerns - Prayers of the People - The Lord’s Prayer

Thanksgiving

Time for Generosity
Offertory O Holy Night Adolphe Adam

AJ Wester, mezzo soprano

Doxology # 815 Praise God OLD HUNDREDTH
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication

Gracious and loving God, in this season of giving and receiving gifts,
we thank you for your indescribable gift of your only Son, our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. With gratitude and joy, we bring our tithes
and offerings today. With your blessing, may they be multiplied
and used to share the good news and love of Jesus Christ.

Thank you, God, for your many blessings and your claim on our
lives to share them with others. In Jesus’s nhame we pray. Amen.

Sending

Prayer for Illumination
First Lesson: Isaiah 43: 1-7 (p. 672)
One: The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God

Time with Young Disciples

* Hymn # 648 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling BEECHER

Charge and Benediction

Postlude Joy To the World ! Handel
Pat and George Radosavljevic, piano

(You are asked to remain seated for the Postlude)

* Going Forth
*Please rise in body and/or in Spirit



