Welcome to Worship at Carter-Westminster United Presbyterian
Church, located at 4950 W. Pratt Avenue in Skokie, Illinois.

Faith in Jesus Christ is the mark of a Christian and a disciple of Christ,
and is therefore the only requirement for membership in this Church.
Please prayerfully consider joining this family of faith - talk with our

Pastor, and learn more by visiting us at www.cwupc.org and on
Facebook: Carter-Westminster United Presbyterian Church.

Assisting us in worship today are Samuel Peng, liturgist;

Angela De Venuto, soprano; AJ Wester, alto, Leo Radosavljevic, bass;
George Radosavljevic, piano; Pat Radosavljevic, Music Director; and

Pastor Stuart Barnes Jamieson.

The Session, Deacons, Trustees, Officers, and Staff of
Carter - Westminster United Presbyterian Church

Session Ruling Elders: : Georgette Joseph, John Yonan,
Elizabeth Brown, David Americus, Peter Ellyin,
Don Rustemeyer, Helen Robles.

Deacons: Phyllis Boba, Irene Ellyin, Helen Oshona, Hilda
Karam, and Shirley Rustemeyer, Sarah Murfey.

Trustees: Jim Nadder, Hugh McBride, Mac McClendon, and
Robert Rustemeyer.

Staff and Church Leaders:

The Rev. Stuart Barnes Jamieson, Pastor

Clerk of Session - Georgette Joseph

Music Director and Organist - Pat Radosavljevic
Church Administrator - Anna Torgerson

Church Treasurer - John Yonan

Gathered for Worship

Becoming the Beloved Community

Carter - Westminster United
Presbyterian Church

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:45 a.m.

December 21, 2025
4th Sunday of Advent

Gathering in God’s Name

Prelude Sheep Safely Graze
Pat Radosavljevic, organ
George Radosavljevic, Piano

Greeting, Welcome, and Announcements

One: The Lord be with you. All: And also with you.

J.S. Bach




* Call to Worship
One: Behold! a teenage girl is pregnant with
the God who knit her in her own mother’s womb,
All: strange signs from a strange God
who upturns expectations.
One: She said yes to divine revolution
even though it meant social condemnation,
All: strange signs from a strange God
who upturns expectations.
One: God’s Spirit stokes subversive dreams in us
to help us defy the status quo,
All: strange signs from a strange God
who upturns expectations. Amen.

* Hymn #245 O Come, O Come Emmanuel (Third verse only) VENI EMMANUEL

Advent Candle Lighting
Unison Prayer during Candle lighting:

O God, be our source of Love this season and all year around. Release us
from our captivity to hate, fear and despair. AMEN

Call to Confession and Prayer of Confession

Great God, as we behold the birth of Jesus again, we are mindful of how
we have failed to receive the fullness of that gift. The story points us to
your glory. Yet, we struggle to cf'oin in the song of praise and thanksgiving.
We are distracted and confused, so focused on things that matter little
that we overlook the good news of great joy that you have prepared.

Tell us again that the Savior is born. Tell us again that we are forgiven. Tell
us again that our lives can be abundant in faith, hope and love because of
what you have given us in Jesus Christ. Amen.

Time of Silence for Personal Reflection

Words of Forgiveness
One: ...Believe the good news.

All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
Response: “Glory to God”

Passing of the Peace

One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

(Without leaving your seat, share the peace with those around you)

Word Proclaimed

Prayer for Illumination

First Lesson: Matthew 1:18-25 (p. 1)
One: The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God

Time with Young Disciples

Second Lesson: Isaiah 7:10-16 (p. 636)
One: The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.

Message: “Love and the Second Coming”

* Affirmation of Faith (See insert)
* Hymn (See insert) “Love Has Come” BRING A TORCH

Sharing of Joys and Concerns - Prayers of the People - The Lord’s Prayer

Thanksgiving

Time for Generosity
Offertory Tambourine Noel Gordon Young
The Chancel Choir

Doxology # 815 Praise God OLD HUNDREDTH

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication
Eternal God, as we wait for the fulfillment of your reign, use these gifts
and the gifts of our lives to bring justice to those who are oppressed, to set
free those who are in prison, to lift up those who are bowed down, and to
uphold those who are vulnerable. Amen

Sending

* Hymn # 258 “Go Tell It on the Mountain” GO TELLIT

Charge and Benediction

Postlude Sleigh Ride Leroy Anderson

George and Leo Radosavljevic, piano;
Angela Devenuto and
Pat Radosavljevic, percussion

(You are asked to remain seated for the Postlude)

* Going Forth
*Please rise in body and/or in Spirit

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: Portions of this service are from Rev. John Wurster as published by “Presbyterian
Outlook” and from “Call to Worship” published by the Presbyterian Association of Musicians.



